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Background

Including urban content in NDCs provides the 

opportunity to:

▪ help realise emission reduction and 

adaptation potential of urban areas & 

human settlements

▪ strengthen the role of local and sub-

national governments in the delivery and 

implementation of NDC commitments

Source: CUT (2020)



What are Nationally Determined Contributions?

▪ Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) embody efforts by each country to

reduce national emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change, collectively

aiming at limiting warming to 1.5 to 20C, as set out in the Paris Agreement.

▪ 2020 is the first five-year milestone of

the 2015 Paris Agreement

▪ The ‘Ratchetting mechanism’ requires

countries to continue to submit revised

NDCs every five years to the UNFCCC

(United Nations Framework Convention

on Climate Change)

Figure 2: World Resources Institute 2019



What is urban climate action and how can it 
contribute towards national climate targets?

▪ Urban climate actions may focus on 

mitigation, adaptation, resilience or an 

integrated  approach of all of these. 

▪ In the context of: National Urban Policies, 

Disaster Risk Response (e.g.Sendai

Framework), SDG 11 Cities etc. 

▪ Many cities, and city networks are already 

doing a lot!

Urban areas are the source of 
almost 70% of global emissions. 
Cities are also especially vulnerable to 
the impacts of climate change. 

Sectoral breakdown of technically feasible mitigation 
measures to achieve 90% reduction in GHG

(based on CUT 2019 figures)

Almost 10,000 cities and local 
governments have set emissions 
reduction targets as well as a strategy 
on how to deliver on their 
commitments



The Guide

▪ Part 1: Background (NDCs and urban content of current NDCs)

▪ Part 2: Making the Case

－ Why should national governments include urban content in their NDCs?

－ How can national governments include urban content in their NDCs?

▪ Part 3: What can I do as an NDC coordinator?

－ Process considerations: ensuring an inclusive NDC process 

－ Key climate mitigation and adaptation opportunities for integrating 

human settlements/urban content into NDCs



4.2billion (55%) of the world’s 
population lives in urban 
settlements,  this number is 
expected to increase to 6.7 billion 
by 2050 (68% of the population)

The urban and 
infrastructure sector is 
listed in the IPCC Special 
Report (2018), as one of 
the key sectors where an 
urgent transition is 
needed

It’s possible to reduce GHGs from 
urban buildings, materials, 
transport and waste by almost 
90% by 2050 using available 
technologies

Cities are vital economic and 
financial centres, accounting 
for more than 80% of global 
GDP

Articulating urban climate 
action as a national priority 
within the NDC is necessary for 
attracting financing and 
leveraging political 
commitment

Why should national governments 
include urban content in their 
NDCs? 



How can governments support urban climate 
action?

▪ National governments can empower and activate local governments through continuous 
dialogue with sub-national actors and encouraging sub-national action in NDCs, to pursue 
more ambitious climate action within their jurisdictions

▪ An urban spatial approach allows national governments to realise the mitigation and 
adaptation potential associated with integrated urban systems

▪ A multi-level or vertically integrated approach allows national governments to realise the 
mitigation potential associated with local innovation and experimentation.

▪ Funding and financing mobilised by national and state governments is crucial for cities, 
particularly for large infrastructure projects.



What can NDC coordinators do?

If urban areas contribute significantly to global emissions, and if our
cities are so vulnerable to climate impacts, what can we do to ensure
the urban content of national climate actions (NDCs) is increased?



Opportunities A: Process
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Country examples

Myanmar: the inclusion of “sustainable urban 
development” in their Intended Nationally 
Determined Contributions (INDC) are due to:

- Political awareness of the up and coming 
challenges of urbanisation 

- Complimentary policy processes were underway: 
National Environmental Policy, the Roadmap for 
the National Urban Policy, as well as the National 
Climate Change Policy

- Wide-ranging consultations with District 
representatives, as well as a Chief Technical 
Advisor on climate change who had a background 
in urban development and planning.





How to use this guide
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Collaborations to disseminate

▪ Application of the guide in Lao PDR & Colombia in Urban-LEDS project, in
partnership with ICLEI

▪ Plan to support embedded advisor in Rwandan Finance Ministry as 
contribution to green COVID recovery initiative with NDCP

▪ Member of the NDCP Economic Advisory Thematic Expert Group (providing 
support on Cities & Urban Development)

▪ Developing collaboration effort with UNDP to support member states to 
integrate urban climate action into NDCs
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